giving. Ke 
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SERM ON 


Pariſh-Church of Bexley in REIT. 
On Thurſday the 29th of November, 1759. 


— 


BEING 
Appointed by His Majeſty for a public Thankſgi- 
ving © for Succeſs to His Majeſty's Arms over 
his Enemies,“ and “for an uncommonly plen- 
e tiful Harveſt.” 
W-HAMXA 2 14K 3:0; A 
Vicar of the Pariſh ; ſome Time Student of Trin:ty-Callege, 
Dublin; and Author of two Letters in Detence of 'our 
preſent Liturgy, againſt the (fo) * free and candid Di- 
quifitors, and Authors of the Expediency, yea Neceſſity oi al- 
lering it,” Oc. 


wwalked in my Ways; 1 ſhould ſoon ha die put doxon their Enemies 
Should hade fed them alſo with the fineſt Wheat Flour ! Pl. 
Ixxxi. 14, 15, 17. 


If we are not his People, and yet GOD hath done theſe great 
Things for us, hozw ſhould it raiſe our Gratitude into a Flame, 
aud melt our Hearts into Repen/ance, and Hcceplauce of the SPI- 
R and ENDS of his Goſpel! hoxw ſhould it excite us to look for 
Grace, to be, what we are (in Diſtinction) called, The Auointed 
/ GOD! and to fav the utmoſt Power of Chriſtianity, as it im- 
ples UNCTION ; or ig it by its Fruits, a holy Heart, a holy 
Life ! Anonym. Cujuſdan. 


0 NF 3 0 22 
Printed and ſold by M. Lewis, in Paternoſter-Reav; alſo fold by 
M. Wir us, at the Seven Stars in Fleet-Sirect; and W. 
HearD in Piccadilly, 1759. 
Where may be had, his lat printed Sermon, Jen Bapri/”s Office 
continued in all Miniſters of the Goſpel; and at the laſt Place, 
his Viſitation-Sermon alſo. 


Victory and Plenty great Subjects of Thankſ- 


O what my People would ha de hearkned unto me! for i, luuel had 
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PREFACE. 


S the Era of the preſent Admi- 
niſtration muſt be fgnalized in 
the Britiſh Annals, ſo muſt 1759 be 
ſtiled the happy or fucce/sful Year, ac- 
cumulated with Bleſſings from Heaven! 
Scarcely had GOD received our 
Thankſgiving for a Series of Succeſſes 
— Succeſſes crowned with the Reduc- 
tion of Canada in it's Capitol Quebec, 
than the Account of the Victory gain- 
ed by His Majeſty's Fleet under the 
Command of Sir Edward Hawke (a 
Bleſſing, ſurely as great as any !) greet- 
ed our joyful Ears. For though the ex- 
cellent Service was not hen offered 
up, Heaven was pleaſed not only with 
the grateful Sentiments of our pious 
King, for “ an uncommonly plentiful 
Harveſt,” as well as Deliverance from 
our bitter Enemy, who breathed 
Slaughter, Devaſtation and Deſtruction 
$ againſt us: but with the prgularly Chri- 
ſtian Spirit, in which the Service was 
compoſed — breathing, at once, the ef- 
fuſions 


— — ͤ— 
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fuſions of Unction and Love (of Love 
and Forgiveneſs even to ſuch an Ene- 
ny! in the Senſe of both Goſpel and 
the preſent Liturgy - confeſſing and 
bewailing our „ Improficiency, and 
« Impenitence, and Ingratitude under 
« ſuch multiplied Mercies — praying, 
that there may be no longer in any 
« of us an evil Heart of Unbelief; 
that Sin of Sins, that Sin unto Death ! 
as it is zhe Hin againſt the ' Goſpel of 
Chriji—< that in the Enjoyment of 
« the Bleſſings of Plenty, we labour 


0 


* 


not chiefly for the Food that periſlj- 


« eth, but for ht (the Faith, the 
«© Grace whereby the Juſt liveth | 


C 


* 


0 


* 


which endureth unto eternal Life; 
de and is given us by our bleſſed Re- 
deemer Jeſus Chriſt and, in 


the Spirit of our Church's Gloria Pa- 
tri's (to the Confuſion of Arian Di 
guiſitors and other would be Reformers 


of our Goſpel-Liturgy) “ aſcribing all 


* Honour and Glory, Thankſgiving 


and Praiſe to the eternal and glorious 
LT Trinty, 


8 * 
— k 
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7 rivity, the Father, his dear Son, and 
to the Spirit of Grace; that Spirit ! 
by which, ac many as. are. led, are the 
Sons of GOD! Now, ſays an infallible 
Definer of Chriſtianity, Ir any Man 
HAVE NOT THE SPIRIT of CHRIST, he 
is none of his, i. e. no Chriſtian, 

May we /o bleſs GOD, by our 
Lives,” for the preſent Miniſters in 
Church and State, that he puniſh us 
not again with a Neturn of an Era 
baleſul to both ! for who ſees not, that 
Scepticiſim, Diſquiſition, and 1 
tariamiſin (even to the extirpating of 
Foundations) raiſed up their Heads at 
the ſame time, that Venality, Corrup- 
tion, and Diſaffection to the Conſtitu- 
tion menaced the State © May the Spi- 


rit of Grace, of Un&on, that is of 


Chriſtianity, return to the making us 
what we are called truly Chriſtian— 
to the ammaring the Letter of both 
dcripture and Liturgy—to the quiclen- 
, enforcing, and empowering natural 
Religion, which (as all that is in the 


natural 


FN N AG OE 


natural Man, however poliſhed by learn- 
ed Education) muſt be weak and dead 
without iz. And may GOD, for his 
Love, fo often, ſo ſignally ſhewn to the 
well-meant eccleſiaſtical Polity thereof, 
« Cleanſe and defend” THIS Church! 
preſerve it from Hereſy and Schiſm, as 
well as human Sufficiency to Salvation 
that Hereſy of ungodly, licentious, and 
filthy Antinomiamſm; of abſolute, irre- 
ſhective Predeſtination / Stoic Fataliſml) 


which, as it cuts aſunder the Sinews of 


ALL Religion, makes Men hypocriti- 


cal Profeſſors only, neglecting the P'. 
cr of Faith; that Love of GOD and 
Man, which is the fulfilling of the Law! 1: 
that Schiſin of Schiſons! an evil | 
Heart of Unbelief, ever departing from 
GOD, and it's inſeparable Attendant, a 
wicked Life, which is a continued Re- | 
beilion againſf him! So prays one, | 


who means ſomething by bappy Conſti- ; 


tution. 
. 2 

bexley, Dec. 

42 1759. 
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Pf. Ixviii. 19. 


Praiſed be the Lord daily, even the 


GOD, who helpeth us, and pour- 
eth his Benefits upon us. 


jgKHESE Words may comprehend 
9 T & the Whole of His Majeſty's good 
5 Deſign, in appointing this Day tor 
Ota x himſelf and People, to pour forth 
teir general Tribute of Praiſe and Thankſgi- 


ing to Almighty GOD for vouchfateing ſuch 


ignal Succeſſes to His Majeſty's Arms both by 
Sa and Land; for ſ he has helped us : and for 


giving us this Year ſo *© uncommonly plentiful 


u Harveſt,” for / he poureth forth his Benefits 


Won us. 


We will therefore, in Obedience to Au- 


; Wority, briefly conſider each of theſe Subjects 
Ic Thankſgiving; and then inquire h we 
may beſt Bak our Gratitude to GOD for 
leſe great Bleſſings. 


A Now 


124 


Now, in order to enhance the firſt of cheſe 


l 
Bleſſings, let us conſider the unfortunate Cir- © | | 
cumſtances we were in but about three Years f 0 
ſince. | In 

GOD, for the Correction of this People, 

permitted a Spirit of Infatuation to prevail t 
over the Counſellors of this Land, in that " 

ne 


with tameneſs and baſeneſs of Spirit they ſuf. 
fered the encroaching Enemy ſo to hem us in to 
by a Chain of Forts, that their long-ſchemed I ft 
Purpoſe was in great Forwardneſs for Execu- K. 
tion, namely, to drive the Engliſh Co- . 
lonies into the Sea,” and to diſpoſſeſs us of 0 
Newfoundland, Nova- Scotia, New-England, || Pe 
New-York, Penſylvania, and Maryland. Nor © 
indeed was it much better at home; for (as tor 
the wiſe Man ſays, J/here no Counſel is, the | til 
People fall) the Spirit, the martial Spirit of 
this once-warlike Nation was ſo enervated, till 
that not only Foreigners LWæaſſiaus and Hano- Ene 
verians were called in to defend us from the the. 
French, (as in the late Rebellion were the Tin 
Dutch for the fame Purpoſe) but the old En- 


gliſh Courage was ventilated as a doubttul | who 
Problem; and our Counſellors at that Time M um 
queſtioned (through their Puſillanimity) whe I = 
ther we had it in our Power to make Head} their 


againſt the French—whether it were not bet- 
ter for us to ſubmit to the Loſs, and fit down 
contented with their Uſ/urpations and Encroach- 
ments upon us, and rather than (as their Sen- 


t down 
1croach- 
21x Sen- 
timents 


31 


timents and Language were) © rather than 
provoke ſo potent a Nation,” to ſtoop to be- 
come a Province to the all- congucring Mo- 
narch. 


Thus did GOD puniſh this People for 
their Wickedneſs ; and not only for their Im- 
morality, Profaneneſs, and actual Wicked- 
neſs, but for the Cauſe (the never- enough- 
to-be-lamented Cauſe) thereof, namely, our 
Preference of bare natural Religion—natural 
Religion ſo miſjudged, ſo weak through the gon. 8 
Fleſh, to that Un#ion which is Chriftianity— z. 
our Rejection of the Spirit, the Ends and Pur- 
poſes of the Goſpel.* So that our long- 
enjoyed Reputation was loſt, with our Terri- 
tory abroad, and our Stabiliiy at home: even 
till we were made a very Strife to our Neigh- 
bours, and our Enemies laughed us to ſcorn— py; 89, 
till we were become an open Shame to our 6. 
Enemies—a very Scorn and Deriſion unto / 79 
them that are round about us—rtill (by ſuch 
Timidity in Council) we were made to turn 
our Backs upon our Enemies, ſo that they 
who hated us, ſpoiled our Goods—rtill we be- 
came a By-word among the Heathen, and . 
that the People (the ſtrange People) ſhaked 14 
their Heads at us. 


A 2 But 


— — 
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: Though the Form without the Heber, the Letter without the 
Spirit, the Hiſtory without the TOO and Pu poſes of the Go- 
ſpel may be received among u 


E4'J 


But at the Prayer of the Faithful of thoſe © 
who mourned for Jacob's Trouble: * Lord, | 
* how long wilt thou be angry? ſhall thy 
« Jealouſy burn like Fire for ever? O re- 
© member not our old Sins, but have Mercy 
4 upon us, and that ſoon, for we are come 

pf 59. to great Miſery : Help us, O GOD of our 
Salvation, for the Glory of thy Name. O 
deliver us, and be merciful to our Sins, for . 
« thy Name's fake, JESUS! O let the Ven- 
<<. geance of thy Servant's Blood that is ſhed, | 
« be openly ſhew'd upon the Heathen in 


„ = 4 2 
. 


« our Sight. O let the ſorrowful Sighing of : 
« the Priſoners come before thee; according þ 
<« to the Greatneſs of thy Power preſerve : p 
« thou thoſe that (by ſuch Counſels) are ap- f 


<« pointed to die: and for the Blaſphemy 
„ wherewith our Neighbours have blaſphe- 


£ med thee, reward thou them, O Lord, ſe- 4 
« yenfold into their Boſom.” in: 


At ſuch Prayer of the Faithful in the 
Land, or rather yet, becauſe he had a Favour 
unto us; for indeed we gat not the Land in e 
P/. 44. Poſſeſſion through our own Sword, neither F 


3 was it our own Arm that helped us; but þ: ks 
right Hand and his Arm, and the Light of R 
his Countenance. At this critical Juncture te 
(having corrected us for a long Seaſon with a ve 
bad Miniſtry, the worſt indeed of all national Fy 


Evils!) at this Plunge of Affairs, it pleaſed FI j; 


GOD to look upon this Nation and Props 
with 


[5] 


5 with Mercy; and to vreſt the State out of 
e | the Hands of zhoſe, who had no Capacities 
1, for ſo high a Truſt, whoſe Shoulders were 
y | too weak for ſo arduous a Burden—out of 
e- the Gulph of Venality and Corruption ! ever 
cy | memorable ra in the Britiſp Annals! * 
me 
zur And in order to deliver us from ſuch Syſ- 
O tems of Polity, as muſt have rendered us (had 
for they continued) a Province to France, deprived 
en- of both Religion and Liberty, of Commerce, 
ied, I Trade and Navigation: in order to our Re- 
in demption, I ſay, from ſuch unſpeakable 


g of Exils, his moſt gracious Majeſty was directed 
ding by Wiſdom (Wiſdom ſurely from above!) to 
ſerve | place in their Stead a Man of Abilities and 
ap- Y Integrity—Abilities both of Head and Heart 
1emy D of unſbaken Steadineſs+—of diſintereſted Inte- 
ſphe - grity to ſtudy the Good of his Country; and 


d, ſe- do make no Factions or Parties for maintain- 
nung an Intereſt ſeparate from hat of the Pub- 
lic; 
n the 
Favour ö 12 
and in Memorable indeed muſt be the Times of the late unhappy Mi- 
either niſtry, when the whole © happy Conſtitution ” in Church as 
n well as State were on the Decline; for, as they are cloſely con- 
but þ a netted, was not this the Time that the % free and candid Di/- 
ight 0 gufitors, and Authors of the Expediency; yea the Neceſſity of al. 
uncture tering (overthrowing) our preſent Liturgy, Articles, and Homilies 
th a vented their ſuperior Wiſdom to that of our Reformers? Wiſdom 
| WA indeed! 1 Cor. 1. 17, 19. For who but Fools for Chriſt would 
1ationa ſuffer any thing (in their Knowledge eſpecially) for him, or 
pleaſed FI his Truth! 
P eople 1 Tuſtum, & tenacem Propoſiti, virum 
with Non Civium ardor prava jubentium 


Mente quatit ſolidd. Hor. 


[6] 
lic; much leſs for enriching himſelf, Rela- 
tions, or Dependents—a Man, beſides his 
great Talents of Head and Heart, a Man of 
Fortitude, of a martial Spirit alſo, which he 
immediately inſtanced by taking off our Re- 
proach, by fending home our foreign Guards, 
convincing the World that we are able (un- 
der Providence) to defend ourſelves, 


£ 
$ 
* 
, 


And what will not the Eugliſb do, if there 
is Magnanimity in their Superiors ? how ſud- 
denly did the martial Spirit catch? It not only 
begat a manly Courage throughout the Na- 
tion in general, which under the former da- 
ſtardly Influence was quite loſt. It not only 
reſtored a conſtitutional Militia; but it ev i- 
denced itſelf in the Proceſs of the preſent hap- 
py Adminiſtration to the regaining our loſt 
Character, the Recovery of all our Loſſes, to 
the blocking up the Power of France from 
annoying us, to the wrenching from them 
their ſtrong Holds in North America; ſome 
in Africa, ſome in the Weſt Indies, ſome in 
the Eaſt Indies; to the great Detriment (if 
not utter Loſs) of their Trade, Navigation 
and Commerce; to the wreſting his Majeſty's 5 
German Dominions out of their Hands; and, MW d 
through the Aſſiſtance lent the King of Pru- 
Jia, Prince Ferdinand, and other German Prin- 
ces, defending the Proteſtant Religion Hi f. 
to, from both its falſe Friends and its bittereſt 
Enemies. In fine, that we give not his Glo- | 
ry to à Creature, we praiſe God this 1 

ot 
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SS 


both for a good King, and for his Choice of 


ſuch a Minifter; and for the enduing him 


with all the civic and economic Talents, eſpe- 
cially with Love of his Country, and with 
Difintereſtedneſs as well as a martial Spirit 
that Spirit which has broke out into ſo glo- 
rious a Flame, as has once more made GRE aT- 
BRITAIN what it was—Great indeed ! — re- 
ſpectable in the Eyes of all Europe 


And who ſees not the Mercy and Juſtice of 
GOD in his Dealings between us and the 
French? his Mercy and Goodneſs to ws, to us 
who are as great Sinners, and as little de- 
ſerved it; and his Juſtice and Diſpleaſure 
againſt hem for their Unfaithfulneſs, their 
Breach of Treaties, their Breach of Faith, 
their Hoſtility in Time of Peace, their Inva- 
ſion of our Property under the Maſk of 
Friendſhip, their removing ſettled Land- 
Marks, their encroaching on that Territory 
which was ſettled in former Treaties, their 
leizing thoſe Countries that were in ſo /o/emnd 
Manner ceded to us by themſelves. 


In this reſpect, my Brethren, we are better 
than the French, and leſs hateful to that GOD 
to whom Deceit and Unfaithfulneſs are ſo 
abominable : and here may be the Cauſe, if 
we dare aſſign any, of GOD's different Deal- 
ing with them and us hi4berto, hut kis unme- 
med Love. 


But, 


— 2 . 
A * — — — PEEL , 4 — CIS _ _ 23 — _ - 
F —_— «__ 
- \ 
U 


» 
| 
| 

1 
| 


8 


But, that we may not only better under- 
ſtand the Reaſon of this Difference in GOD's 
Diſpenſations to them and us; but alſo his 
different Procedure between States and 
Communities, and private Perſons: It will 
be proper to conſider, that private Injuſtice of- 
ten thrives and proſpers in this Life that In- 
dividuals are not always puniſhed or called to 
Account for their Treachery and Ingrati- 
tude, their Violence and Injuſtice to one ano- 
ther here, becauſe a Day is coming, in which 
GOD will reward or puniſh every Individual 
according to his good or bad Deeds, accor- 
ding to his Faith or Unbelief, according to 
his Repentance or Impenitence, according to 
his Brokenneſs or Hardneſs of Heart; and 
(with regard to Chriſtians in particular) ac- 
cording as they receive the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
or in Pride and Self-ſufficiency, reje# it—ac- 
cording to their receiving it in a feeling Senſe 
of their Fant of it; or according to their 
accepting the precious Gift in it's Power, 
that the Ends and Purpoſes of it be accom- 
pliſhed in them; or in the [ndifference and 
Nominality only, which popular Opinion, 
Formality, and Faſhion, think ſufficient. 


But with States and Communities it can- 
not be ſo, and the Reaſon is plain. For 


as ſuch they cannot exiſt in the great Day of 


Eetrihtiass As ſuch then they muſt be pro- 


ſpered 
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[9] 

ſpered for their Integrity and righteous Deal- 
ing here, and puniſhed for their Injuſtice, Vi- 
olence, and Breach of Faith, in this Life, or 
not at all; and ſo GOD ſuffer in his glorious 
Attribute of Juſtice and Righteouſneſs : 


which it were blaſphemous to ſuppoſe, For 9,18. 
ſhall not the Judge of all the Earth do 25. 


right ? 


The Diſpleaſure of GOD then, through 
this War, is fallen on the French as an un- 
faithful, truce-breaking Nation: and he has 
proſpered us againſt them, not for our being 
a better People; though this we ſhould be, as 
we profeſs a Religion reformed from the Er- 
rors of theirs : but for our Fidelity and Up- 
rightneſs with regard to Conventions, and 
Agreements; and Faithfulneſs to Treaties. 
For, next to Infidelity and Unbeliet, nothing 
ſo hateful to GOD, as Urfaithfulne/s and 
Treachery in a State. 


Praiſed be GOD then, not this Day only, 
but DAILY for his Juſtice towards our inju- 
rous Enemies; whom (in the Spirits of the 
excellent Form for this Day) may we pity 
and forgive! as for his Mercy and loving 
Kindneſs to 4s: and may we not be elated, 
but ever humbled before him tor it !—Prai- 
ied be the Lord daily, even the GOD who 
bath helped us, and not only fo, but hath 
Poured out bis Benefils upen us ! 


B And 


[ 10 ] 


And this latter is a ſecond Reaſon of our 
moſt religious and gracious King's appoint- 
ing this Day's Solemnity. 


Now, my Brethren, if we reflect upon the 
late Scarcity that was among us—a Dearth 
indeed, not only on the pooreſt of all, but 
upon the moſt neceſſary People we have a- 
mong us, even the induſtrious and painful 
Artificers, Labourers, and Handicrafts-men, 
we have abundant Reafon, and are loudly 
called upon to praiſe the Lord daih, even the 
GOD, who has alſo poured out his Bleſſings 
upon us (to uſe his Majeſty's Words) in 
e an uncommonly plentiful Harveſt.” 


And farther if we reflect, that the Scarcity 
was not barely natural, but much aggravated 


by a ſelfiſh, avaricious, all-graſping Spirit of 


Regrators and Withholders of Corn, whom 
Prev. GOD curſeth—of thoſe I mean who ſecluded 
11-20 jt from the Poor in their own deep Pockets 
of thoſe alſo, who have made great Fortunes, 
by turning the greateſt Bleſſing of GOD into a 
Poiſon. If we reflect on theſe Things I ſay, 


We 


— 


—_ 


That has, in former Days, enervated our Men, made our Wo- 


men idle Drunkards, and burnt up the Hopes of ſucceeding 
Generations in their Cradles. Since the Suppreſſion of the 


$:il, what a different Spirit has appeared in theſe two Parti. 


culars, wiz. The Courage of our Men, and ridding the Streets 
of that Scandal and Reproach, drunken Women! 


(11 ] 
we have ſtill greater Reaſon to bleſs GOD 
tor his Goodneſs and Mercy—his Grace and 
| Favour to a People, who have ſuch mercileſs 
Sinners among them. But this ſavage, this 
helliſh Sin (bleſſed be GOD !) is not national; 


2 and therefore, as I ſaid before, he had Mercy 

"oy on the Community, while the Committers of 

at | ſuch unchriſtian Sins muſt be puniſhed here- 

* after, if they prevent it not by Repentance; 

ul yea, prove their Repentance by doing as their 

n, Þ} #rother Extortioner Zaccheus (when converted 

Wy | by his Grace, to whom all things are poſſible) 

the has ſhewn them an Example: Behold, Lord, 1h 

ngs the half of my immenſe Fortune unjuſtly 19, 8, 

in acquired, I give to the Poor; and as I have 
detrauded many People of many Things, I 
reſtore fourfold. 

rcity g 

rated f Theſe Reflections, my Brethren, with a 

it of ſhort Retroſpect on this laſt Winter and 

hom Summer muſt touch our Hearts with Grati- 


luded dude for the ſecond Head of Thankſgiving, 
etS— unleſs they are brutiſh indeed, and harder 
runes, an the nether Millitone. 


As GOD generally makes uſe of ſecond 
Cauſes, called Means both in - Nature and 
Grace; ſo has he bleſſed us with ſuch a Win- 
ter as the oldeſt Man alive never remembers 
the like ; and ſuch a Spring and Summer fo 
iernated with genial Warmth and Rain) as 
jou may have obſerved) at wifh—Rain in 
Jae Seaſon, two or three remarkable Times: 
Such 


12 
Such Heat and Rain (the Principles of Vvege- 
tation) as beſpoke that uncommonly plentiful © | 
Harveſt ,” which we are now called upon by © 
our grateful King, (who herein ſhews both 
& Piety towards GOD, and his Love to his 
People) to bleſs GOD for. Even that we 
praiſe ht GOD daily, not barely with our 
Lips, but by our Lives; — hat GOD, who, 
as he helpeth thoſe to right who ſuffer wrong, 
7 : > openeth his Hand and filleth all things living 
with Plenteouſneſs - at GOD, who has vi- 
ſited our Earth, and made it very plenteous; 
has bleſſed the Increaſe of it, has crowned 


| 

| this remarkable Year with his Goodneſs; {@ | 
P/. 6: Whoſe Clouds have ſo dropped Fatneſs, and our I 
11 Vallies have thereby ſtood ſo thick with I 
Corn, that we this Day laugh and ſing. t 

0 

And now, my Beloved, let us proceed to ta 

T 


the /econd Head of this Diſcourſe, which was 
to inquire How we may properly praiſe GOD— W 


how we ſhould expreſs our Gratitude for the Wi 
great Bleſſings, which we are this Day called Pa 
together by Authority to commemorate. on 
the 

Having then teſtified our Thankſgiving mo 
by bleſſing GOD for a good King, who has Da 
ſhewn his Love to his People by hazarding FI or ' 
Our 


his own German Dominions, not only to In- 
ſult and Ravage; but to utter Loſs, for our 
Proſperity, Intereſt, and Safety. Having 
praiſed GOD for a patriot Miniſter, who has 


th an uncorrupt Heart and an underſtand- + = 
Ws, A 


1 

ing Head; who is quite di/interefted for the 
Intereſt of his Country ; whom neither Profit 
nor Luxury, nor the grandeſt Titles can 
draw from his one Purpoſe—the Good of this 
People! and yet all Titles he has in one, 


Vincit amor Patriz ! 


For ſurely, the benevolent Spirit is honourable ; 
to do good to the. Community is right honou- 
rable ; and the Practice of Virtue, exemplified 
in Honeſty, Integrity, and the Love of one's 
Country above all temporal Good, makes the 
Man maſi n9ble*—having praiſed GOD's holy 
Name for both VICTORY and PLENTY. 
let us put our Gratitude in Pradtice; let us 
teſtify it's Sincerity by Converſion of Heart to 
GOD, by unfeigned Repentance, by Repen- 
tance from dead Works. But this kind of 


Thankſgiving (for it implies the forſaking of He, 


Sin) may ſeem as odd to one unacquainted ** 


with the Spirit of Chriſtianity, as that great 
Paradox of the Apoſtle's, ©* as ſorrowful, yet 
always rejoicing.” Let us apply to GOD tor 
the Grace of Repentance ; for we can no 
more repent of ourſelves, than we can this 
Day thank him of ourſelves; the Repentance 
or Thankſgiving that is barely Human or of 
ourſelves, is always ſuperficial, and ends com- 

monly 


— ** 


tech. 


" Tata licet weteres Exornent undigue Ceras 


Atria; Nabilitas Sola et atgue Unica, VIRTUS. 


[ 14 ] 


monly with the Formality of the Day. Let 
us repent not barely for groſs outward Sin, 
(the Unawakened who know nothing of Heart 
Sin may ſorrow a little for his) or let us re- 
pent not barely for ſcandalous Sins—for what, 
Opinion or decent Faſhion of the World (that 
Standard of right and wrong, more weighty 
than a folio Bible!) may allow to be Sin: 
but let us look to the ſpiritual and condemning 
Law of GOD ; let us beg of him to open our 
Fyes to look into the Source of theſe Sins 
to ſhew us the utter Defilement of our Na- 
ture. Let us repent for the Concurrence of 
our Will, of the Will of the Humanity in A.- 
3. DAM, in whom ve all ſinned; —for that Spi- 
1 Cor. rit of Self-ſuffictency and Independency, whereby we 
- 22. ſet up to be Gods ourſelves. Let us repent 
 3'for our Inſenſibility of ourſelves, our Indiffe- 
** rence to the Life giving Word, our Preference 
of Heathen Ethics to it, if not Contempt of 

the Bleſſings and Promiſes of the Goſpel. 

1 Let us repent for our denying FESUS in his pre- 
*, ſent Bleſſings of Pardon and Peace, and Sal- 
Col. 1. vation from Sin; CHRIST, in that UNC- 
27. TION of Prophet, Prieſt and King 1 us, in 
; Which yet is but another Word for the 
Chriſtianity, we talk of. Let us repent for our 
Contempt of his Holy Spirit; for our having 
reſiſted the Holy Ghoſt, that is, having denied 


Rum, s his Agency, Inſpiration ;* content, as many 
3 are 


Rom. 3. 
22. 


— 


Collect at the beginnin of the Communion-Office ; 19 Trini- 
ty; Eaſter-day ; and fifth Sunday after Eaſter. 


(715 ] 
are with the Weakneſs of natural Religion, 
which, though great a Bleſſing, muſt (with 
Chriſtians) be quickened and applied, enfor- 
ced and empowered by Grace. In a Word, 
let us repent for our having ſpoken againſt the 
Holy Spirit (a common Sin though not 
thought ſo) in every Step of his Un#ion ; of 
his Work of Grace in the Soul of Man ; 


namely, his reproving or convincing the World Je. 16. 
of (w*6« concerning) Sin, of Righteouſneſs, and *: 


of Judgment: particularly, for our calling his 
Repentance, melancholy Madneſs ; his precious 
Gift of Pardon of Sin, or Peace with GOD, 


or Senſe of GOD's pardoning Love, Pre- 


ſumption, his Holineſs of Heart, that is, 


Love of GOD, or Likeneſs to GOD (which 
as it was the Eſſence of anfallen, muſt be the 
Bleſſing of reſtored Man) Blaſphemy. 


And then ſecondly, (for Repentance, pro- 
ceeding from Senſibility and Conviction, prepa- 
reth for the Kingdom of GOD, and maketh 
it at hand) let us expreſs our Gratitude for 
the Bleſſings of the Day by a hearty and un- 


teigned Acceptance of the Goſpel. I mean 5 1 
but in its Fruits, in the Power thereof—its 3 1 
Power to Salvation - preſent Salvation, both 16. 
from the Guilt and Pollution of Sin; that fo Rom. 6. 
we may be ſaved from the Mages thereot, 23. 


not in fruitleſs Profeſſion of empty Form only, 


hereafter. 


But 


[ 16 ] 


But in order hereto, let us call back our 
Church; I mean her Senſe and Spirit, for her 
Form and Letter, (no Thanks to the Authors 
of the ſ% free and candid Diſquifitions, and of 
the Expediency, yea Neceſſity of altering both 
Homilies, Articles and Liturgy) her Form, I 
ſay, exiſts ſtill: Let us revert, I ſay, to the 
Senſe and Spirit of our Church ; for ſhe 
breathes the Goſpel throughout, and loudly 
proclaims it's Bleſſings to her faithful Chil- 
dren. For inſtance; upon our true Repen- 
tance, ſhe tells us, that GOD doth pardon 
(in preſenti) all thoſe that unfeignedly believe 
his holy Goſpel*—-that, on our worthily la- 
menting our Sins and acknowledging our Wretch- 
edneſs, we obtain per fest Forgiveneſs} through 
Jeſus Chrift—that GOD grveth us his Holy 
Spirit that our Lives hereafter may be pure 
and holy, ſo that at laſt we may come to his 
eternal Joy, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
She tells her Children, that GOD treachetb 
their Hearts, and giveth them a right Judg- 
ment in all Ibings. She prays, that he would 

defend 


* Cee her Form of Abſolution, or rather her Manner of pro- 


claiming and offering the Bleſſings of the Goſpel to her People. 
+ Collect for Aſh-Wedneſday. 
1 Latter End of the Form of Abſolution, 


Collect for Whitſunday. 
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trfend them with his heavenly Grace, that ſo 
© | they may continue HIS for ever, and dai- 
Ih increaſe more and more in his Holy Spi- 


tt, till they come to his everlaſting King- 
Icom: “ that as he has forgiven her be- 
f I lieving Sons ( her Chriſtian and ſpiritual 
1 ! Children) all their Sins, he would ſtrengthen 
1 Þ them with the Holy Ghoſt the Comforter, and 
daily increaſe in them his manifold Gifts 
= of Grace. She prays Day by Day, that 


Ave fall into no Sinf— that GOD would 
_ aate ſpeed to ſave us even NOW ;F not 
only by his Grace, but by all his daily 
Providences ; by his fatherly Chaſtiſements 
and Corrections; by bleſſing all his Diſ- 
tenſations to us, in all Times of our Tri- 
bulation, in all Times of our Wealth”—that 
he would make HaſteF to help us (the earneſt 
Cry of a convinced Soul that feels what Sin 
is!) She prays, that her faithful (believing) 
People may obtain Pardon and Peace; and 
that they may be cleanſed from all their 

* Sins; 


— 


2 
* —— 
— 


2 


* Read over her Confirmation-Oſfice. 
ro- WM Third Collect for Morning Service. 


} Suffrages after the Lord's Prayer, fo little reflected on by the 
lifeleſs Supplicant ! So contrary to the Wiſhes of the hypocritical 
Profeſſor, who knows little of the pre/ent Goſpel- Salvation from 
Sin, who is in 10 ha/te about the Matter, nay who ſeeks for no 
Salvation for Sin in this Life, 4. e. fa long as he can enjoy it. 


18 ; 
Sins ;* that we may be daily renewed ;+ that 

by the Inſpiration of his Holy Spirit, the 

thoughts (Affections, Tempers, Inclinations) { 
of our Hearts may be cleanſed, yea ſo © 
cleanſed, that we may perfectly love GD; $ 
and teſtify this Love by magnifying his holy 7 
Name: that we may evermore rejoice in 1 
the Comforts of the Holy Spirit:] that we 18 
may receive his Word with pure Aſfeliin | (< 
and bring forth the Fruits of the Spirit) — E 
that we may have Power and Strength to th 
have Victory, and to triumph againſt the 1“ 
World, the Fleſh, and the Devil ; and fo, 
being delivered or ſaved from their Temp- 
zations, may be able to ſerve GOD in Ho. 


& 
: 
4a 
1 


lineſs and Pureneſs of Living, to his Ho- ing 
nour and Glory.** And indeed has ſhe __ 
e 


not been praying for us ſince the Com- 
mencement of this War, and has not 60D 
anſwered her Prayer by ſaving and delivering! 
us, this Day, from the Hands of our Enemies; 
by abating their Pride, aſſuaging their Malice and 
confounding their Devices, by the only Giver 
of all Victory, through the Merits of Jeſus 

Chriſt 


Collect for the 19th Sunday after Trinity. 
Collect for Chriſtmas-Day. 

Collect at the beginning of the Communion- Office 
Collect for Whitſunday. 

Litany. 

Read over the Office of Public Baptiſm. 

»* Collett at the End of the Litany. 


. 


2 


S == + 


"LW 
> Chriſt our Lord?“ to ſay no more, of our 
c © | excellent Church, ſo envied, ſo malipned ! 
*® © ] She bids us look up to Chrif, not only 
„ a a Sacrifice for Sin, which many formal 
* I Hypocrites do, but alſo an Example of 
m 1 godly Life,+ and tells us, that our Profeſſion 
(our Buſineſs as Chriſtians) is to follow the 
Example of our Saviour Chriſt, and (as in 
<4; the firſt Creation) to be made (again) /ike 
I wito him. 


Let us, thirdly, not only expreſs our Gra- 
titude to GOD, on this Occaſion, by turn- 
ing to Him that has chaſtiz'd us with Var 
and Dearth : by coming to him by unfeigned 
Repentance, whereby our ungodly Lives be 


IJ 3 amended 
60 s 
rvering? 5 I = . . 
denne, Prayer in Time of War and Tumults. 
lice and 
Giver + Collect for the ſecond Sunday after Eaſter. 
f Jeſus 


FAO t Exhortation to the Sponſers after Baptiſm. Perhaps ſuch Sen- 
Chrill timents and Supplications as th2/e may have provoked our D 
88 and Authors of the! Neceſity of a Change in our 

octrines and Liturgy ;” not conſidering how expreſſive they 
are of the Spirit and Ends of the Goſpel—may have provoked 
their better Senſe to relieve this Church and People from the 
Enthuſiaſm of ſuch Petitions; and to reduce her Doctrines to 
manly Ethics and Philo/ophy—to the rational Religion of the 
World two thouſand Years ago! never reflecting that what 
the Apoſtle ſays is true, wiz. that the World by Wi/dem ne- 
ver yet knew GOD, 1 Cor. 1. that Unction is Chriſtianity, 
and Chriſtianity, Union, John 2. and that Chriſtians are fa- 
ved only by Grace through Faith, and this made known by 
the Feeliſbneſs of Preaching. Read 1 Cor. 1. 


„ 
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amended (for ſo long as our own Rebellions 
and Wars againſt Heaven laſt, how can we 
fondly dream the Danger over? and indeed 
if the Sword and Scarcity have wrought no 
Repentance, ſome heavier Judgment muſt 
come) let us not only, I ſay, praiſe GOD, 
Church by our true Repentance, (that Repentance 
Calech. whereby we forſake Sin) and by returning | 
again to the SENSE and SPIRIT, the 
ENDS and PURPOSES of the Goſpel ; * 
in our excellent Church: But let us far- 1 
ther teſtify our Thankſgiving (I ſpeak now- ( 
to all Denominations of Proteſtants among bl 


us“) by Union of Heart and Doctrine; that all 

who profeſs and call themſelves CHRI- A 
STIANS, may not only be led into the te 
Way of Truth, but bold the Faith in Unity = © 
of Spirit, in the Bond of Peace as well as pe 


Righteouſneſs of Life! Let us teſtify the 1 #: 
Chriſtian Spirit hy Forbearance and Long- th 


ſuffering towards each other — Forbearance lu; 
and Moderation (and may the Lord pour of 
down theſe Graces upon all the ſincere Sell, lay 
in this Land!) towards theſe, who differ in Ty 
Circumſtantials only, but unite in the one us 


thing neceſſary, even Goſpel-Salvation through and 
Chriſt ; Pardon of Sin and Holineſs of Heart MW #aj 


and tfea{\ 


* — 
* 1 


—— 2 — 
— — —— 


* Query, whetherthe Reputation of School-Divinity and Heathen E- 
thici—whether the Preference of barely natural Religion, weak 
through the Fl, Rom. viii. 3. at the ſame Time that it makes 
the natural Man ili more proud of his ezvn Sufficiency; have m0. 
been one Cauſe, why azvakered and ſenſible Sinners have fled 
from the Church to Aretings, where they might hear of Chriji 
only and ty: Goſpel, that Power of GOD to Salyation. Kc. 


1 


—— 
eat hen E- 
n, aueak 
it makes 
have no! 
have fed 


of Chriſt | 


ion. Ru 
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and Life; or ſuch Power againſt the com- 

mon Adverſary the Devil, as ſhall recover all 

the Damages of the Fall—as ſhall deliver us 

(this is the Redemption through Chriſt) from 

the Uſarpation of the Tyrant, and make every 
Individual of Proteſtants, not only Members 2, . 
of Chriſt and Subjects of his Kingdom; but 6. 
Prieſts alſo and Kings to GOD and his Father ! — 20. 


Foarthly, Let us look to the GOD of Peace 
to heal all our political Diviſions and Party 
Quarrels, (and bleſſed be GOD they have 
ſubſided much under the preſent happy Ad- 
miniſtration !) that there be no Emulations, 
no Contentions among Erng/ihmen and Pro- 
teſtants, but who ſhall be moſt faithful to 
our Sovereign Lord GEORGE, both as our 
political Father, and DEFENDER of our 
Faith, Let us all univerſally combine againſt 
thoſe turbulent and unruly Spirits, who, va- 
luing neither their Religion nor the Bleſſings 
of Peace and mild Government under their 
lawful Prince are madly looking for a Popiſh 
Tyrant, who would ſoon overturn both. Let 
us ſtrenuouſly unite together againſt the falſe 
and curſed Maxims ot thoſe political Enthu- 
faſts, who maintain the hereditary and inde- 
feaſible Right of an abjured Pretender to the 
Throne of thele Kingdoms—Maxims ! fo di- 
rectly oppoſite, not only to our © happy 
Conſtitution both in Church and State; bur 
o Scripture and right Reaton! Above all, 
let us daily look up to GOD, that, through 


the 


122 
the Power of his Grace, he would make us 
Chriftians indeed, not in Name and Profeſſion 
__ 2.only, with the Multitude, who live without 
1 Vos ; GOD in the World—not almoſt, as a great Man 
had like once to have been, but altogether 


28. 
Chriſtians : For none but ſuch can be emi- 


nent in all relative Duties; none but ſuch can 

28 love GOD and their Neighbour with that 

Love that is the fulfilling of the Lat; none 

Gal. 6. but ſuch can fulfil the Law of Chriſt by bearing 

2. , each others Burden; none but ſurb as are thus 

Rom. 8. jed by the Spirit of GOD can be the Sons 

ch 46 of GOD, Heirs of GOD, and Joint-heirs 
17. with Chriſt. 


Laſtly, Let us praiſe GOD not barely 
in the Solemnity of this ſhort Day: But let 
the Sex/e of it's Bleſſings faſten upon us. Let 
us praiſe him daily, even the GOD who has 
helped us and poured out his Bleſſings upon 
us Let us praiſe him not with our Lips on- 
ly, but with our Lives, by giving up our- 
ſelves to his Service, and by walking before 
him in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs all our 
Days through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, to 
whom with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, 
be all Honour and Glory World without 
End. Amen. 
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